Hemodynamic changes following ventricular aneurysmectomy during the first three postoperative days.
One hundred twenty-eight patients underwent left ventricular aneurysmectomy; in 78 cases the procedure was combined with either aortocoronary bypass or valve replacement. In 7 patients undergoing isolated aneurysmectomy the influence of atrial pacing on various hemodynamic parameters was studied immediately postoperatively and on the first, second and third postoperative days. Until a certain point, increase in heart rate resulted in decrease of left ventricular filling pressure and increase of cardiac output, while systemic pressure changed only slightly. For each patient and each day the optimal heart rate as well as the optimal point of the Starling curve in these patients was found at extremely low filling pressures Kirklin's scheme of therapy may be limited in these patients. Therefore, in low cardiac output syndrome, left ventricular filling pressure should only be increased after the optimal heart rate is selected by atrial stimulation.